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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1 - 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Cain 
et al. (US 6810427 B1). 

Regarding claim 1 , Cain et al. discloses the limitation of a method of managing 
switch connections at a switching node in a communications system (Abstract, lines 1- 
3; column 1 , lines 60 - 65), the method comprising: providing connection requests from 
a higher level application to a connection manager in said switching node (Fig. 2, Fig. 3; 
column 6, lines 37 - 42); processing said requests in said connection manager and 
generating a connection table therefrom (column 6, lines 15 - 23); and based on said 
connection table, routing said commands from said connection manager to switch card 
elements in said switching nodes to carry out said requests (column 6, lines 23 - 36). 

Regarding claim 2, Cain et al. discloses the limitation of a method according to 
claim 1 wherein said commands are routed from said connection manager to said 
switch card elements through an abstraction layer in said connection manager (column 
5, lines 5- 13). 
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Regarding claim 3, Cain et al. discloses the limitation of a method according to 
claim 2 wherein said connection table is generated from switch card related information 
stored in registers in switching card fabric software (column 5, lines 8-15). 

Regarding claim 4, Cain et al. discloses the limitation of a method according to 
claim 1 wherein said connection requests include connection related commands 
(column 6, lines 37 - 45; column 1 1 , line 1 - 20). 

Regarding claim 5, Cain et al. discloses the limitation of a method according to 
claim 4 wherein said connection related commands include: call set-up; call teardown; 
modify; inquery and connection maintenance such as loopback tests (column 6, lines 37 
- 45; column 7, lines 9 - 28; column 20, lines 25 - 38). 

Regarding claim 6, Cain et al. discloses the limitation of a method according to 
claim 1 wherein said connection requests include configuration related requests 
(column 2, lines 30 - 35). 

Regarding claim 7, Cain et al. discloses the limitation of a The method according 
to claim 1 wherein said connection table includes input and output port information 
(column 23, lines 57 - 62). 

Regarding claim 8, Cain et al. discloses the limitation of a method according to 
claim 1 wherein said switch card elements support multiple configuration tables (column 
19, lines 24-37). 
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Regarding claim 9, Cain et al. discloses the limitation of a system for managing 
switch connections at a switching node in a communications network (Abstract, lines 1- 
3; column 1, lines 60 - 65), said system comprising: means for receiving connection 
specific requests from a higher level application (Fig. 2, Fig. 3; column 6, lines 37 - 42); 
a connection manager for processing said connection specific requests and 
generating a connection table which maps external ports to an internal switching 
matrix for use in routing said requests (column 6, lines 15 - 23); and switch card 
elements for receiving routing information and carrying out connection requests (Fig. 3, 
column 6, lines 23 - 36). 

Regarding claim 10, Cain et al. discloses the limitation of a system as defined in 
claim 9 wherein said connection manager has an abstraction layer to provide an 
interface to said switch card elements (column 5, lines 5-17). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Cain et al. discloses the limitation of a system as defined in 
claim 9 wherein said switch card elements are card specific drivers (column 5, lines 28 
-46). 

Regarding claim 12, Cain et al. discloses the limitation of a system as defined in 
claim 9 wherein said connection tables include card related information downloaded 
from switch fabric card on system initialization (column 22, lines 15 - 25). 
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Conclusion 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Andrew C. Lee whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
31 31 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 8:30am - 
5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wellington Chin can be reached on (571) 272-3134. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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